Mass ammonia inhalational burns--experience in the management of 12 patients.
Twelve Korean crew members of a deep sea fishing vessel were admitted to the Burns Centre, Singapore General Hospital following exposure to ammonia gas. The injuries sustained were primarily respiratory burns with minor cutaneous and corneal burns. They were divided into three grades of severity based on the admission findings and subsequent clinical course. Management was according to a standard respiratory burns protocol. Eight patients were intubated. Ten of the patients with mild and moderate involvement of the respiratory tract recovered without complication. Of the two patients with severe respiratory burns, one died while another progressed to chronic debilitating airway disease.